
recycle-steel.org     |     412.922.2772     |     680 Andersen Dr., Pittsburg, PA

2013 Steel Recycling Rates
Steel: North America’s Most Recycled Material 

EACH YEAR, IN NORTH AMERICA, MORE STEEL IS RECYCLED THAN

PAPER, PLASTIC, & ALUMINUM--COMBINED.

2013 Overall Steel Rate 2013 Steel Container Rate

2013 Steel Automotive Rate 2013 Steel Appliance Rate

2013 Structural Steel Rate 2013 Steel Reinforcement Rate
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Get More Information On Steel: The EnviroMetal™

Learn more about how steel recycling is at the core of steel’s sustainable performance, 
follow us on Twitter at @EnviroMetal. On a mobile phone, scan the QR code to follow:

•  Steel in North America is always made with 
avg. minimum of 25 percent recycled content.

•  Steel is continuously recyclable—meaning it 
can be recycled over and over without loss 
of quality.

•  Every ton of steel recycled conserves 2,500 
pounds of iron ore, 1,400 pounds of coal and 
120 pounds of limestone.

• Steel is North America’s most recycled 
material with more steel recycled than paper, 
plastic, aluminum and glass combined.

• Through recycling, the steel industry saves the 
energy equivalent to power 20 million homes 
for one year.

• The steel industry has reduced its energy 
intensity by 28 percent and CO2 emissions by 
35 percent per ton of steel shipped since 1990.

Quick Facts

About Steel Recycling
Steel is North America’s #1 
recycled material. Each year, 
more steel is recycled than paper, 
plastic, aluminum and glass—
combined. Steel is the engine 
that drives the recycling of many 
consumer goods, including cans, 
cars, appliances and construction 
materials. Recycling, along with 
process innovation, hasmade steel a 
leader in reducing energy intensity 
from the steelmaking process 
and correspondingly reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

About Steel Recycling 
Institute
SRI is an industry association 
dedicated to communicating the 
sustainable efforts of the North 
American steel industry. SRI 
educates the solid waste industry, 
government, business and ultimately 
the consumer about the benefits of 
steel’s recycling accomplishments 
and advancements in sustainability. 
For more information on the steel 
industry’s sustainable efforts visit: 
www.recycle-steel.org or  
www.sustainable-steel.org. Or follow 
SRI on Twitter @EnviroMetal.

About AISI
AISI serves as the voice of the North 
American steel industry in the 
public policy arena and advances 
the case for steel in the marketplace 
as the preferred material of choice.  
AISI also plays a lead role in the 
development and application of new 
steels and steelmaking technology.  
AISI is comprised of 19 member 
companies, including integrated 
and electric furnace steelmakers, 
and approximately 125 associate 
members who are suppliers to or 
customers of the steel industry.    
For more news about steel and its 
applications, visit: www.steel.org.


